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W eslaco- Gerald Edward Strauss, a devoted and compassionate individual,

passed away on December 18, 2024, at McAllen Heart Hospital, leaving
behind a legacy of service and dedication. Born on June 16, 1934, in Corrunna,

Michigan, Gerald lived a full life driven by his strong values, an unwavering

commitment to helping others, and a desire to bring joy to those around
him.Gerald's education underpinned his values, and he was shaped by a Catholic

school education emphasizing integrity and service. His life journey led him to serve
in the United States Navy from 1952 to 1960, where he exemplified dedication and

honor.Gerald married his soulmate, Elizabeth Klco, in 1954. They raised six children

together and taught them family values. The Strauss family night was a tradition that
everyone looked forward to. The laughter and love shared during those occasions

created priceless memories. Professionally, Gerald made significant contributions to
employment assistance, tirelessly working for the state of Michigan to help others

find their paths in the workforce. He was also a passionate entrepreneur, operating

Shapiro Automotive in Owosso, Michigan, for many years. His work was marked by
his helpful nature and commitment to the community, positively impacting

countless lives.After Gerald retired, he and Elizabeth found a warmer climate in
South Texas. It wasn't long before they spent most of their time in the Rio Grande

Valley. Later, their daughter followed, and they were able to make new friends who
became a second family. Gerald was a man of many interests and hobbies. He found

joy in reading, gardening, and dancing and had a particular fondness for playing the

accordion. His love for polka music often brought family and friends together, filling
their hearts and homes with joy. Family nights, which Gerald considered one of his

proudest accomplishments, created many cherished memories.Gerald is preceded in
death by his parents, Robert and Marcela (Thomas) Strauss, son Jeffrey Strauss, and

siblings Leo Strauss, Robert Strauss, Nona Kall, Thelma Vreibal, and Dorothy

Obituary Gerald Edward Strauss
JUN  16 , 19 3 4  -  DEC  18 , 2 0 2 4

Gerald Edward Strauss
JUN  1 6, 1 934 -  DEC  1 8, 2 0 2 4

PAGE 3 OF 11



Strauss.He is survived by his loving wife, Elizabeth Strauss; their children, Denise

Strauss, Deborah Hutchinson (Thomas), Gregory Strauss (Kelly), Michelle Strauss,
Andrew Strauss (Miguel); daughter-in-law, Elizabeth Strauss ( Jeffrey ); siblings,

Marilyn Conklin, Robert Strauss (Frances), Ronald Strauss ( Judy), grandchildren,
Stacie Collins, Brian Collins (Shannon), Nicole Moore, Danny Strauss, and Gerald

Strauss, great-grandchildren, Ellis and Dillon Collins, Jack and Aiden Collins, Mila

and Liam Moore, Dillon Ellis, and numerous nieces and nephews. A Mass celebrating
Gerald's life will be held on December 27, 2024, at 11:00 AM at St. Joan of Arc

Catholic Church, 109 S Illinois Ave, Weslaco, TX, 78596.He is remembered as a
dedicated, helpful, and compassionate man whose impact will be felt by all who

know him. Gerald Edward Strauss leaves behind a rich tapestry of memories that

testify to his life well-lived and the many lives he touched along the way.
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LB Lorraine Bollinger  posted:

Iâ€™m so sorry to hear of Jerryâ€™s passing. Sending love, hugs, and prayers of comfort to Betty

and all of his family. â€œMay the Choir of Angels come to greet you, may they speed you to

Paradise. May the Lord enfold you in His Mercy, may you find Eternal Life!â€

March 28 at 2:53 PM

PS Paul And Alexandra  Skory shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

Paul and Alexandra Skory has purchased Eco-Friendly Memorial Trees for Gerald

Strauss

March 28 at 2:53 PM

MC Marty Conklin shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

I am sending love and hugs to you all. Uncle Jerry was and will always be a very

special part of my life. He was always there to listen and help guide anyone thru

good and bad times. He could always make you find ways to be a better person. I

was very lucky to have spent so much time with his family growing up. He could

even make you feel loved when he was upset with you!! He always had a big smile and hug for

you!! I wish I had had the kind of marriage that he and aunt Betty had. Love you SO much uncle Jerry

and am so glad I got to see you and get hugs in august before you guys headed for Texas.

December 28 at 11:09 AM

ME Michelle, Fred And Esme shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

Michelle, Fred and Esme has purchased Peace Lily for Gerald Strauss

December 26 at 9:33 AM
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LB Linda  & Kirk Baird shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

We were so very saddened to hear of the death of our dear friend Gerry. We

became acquainted with him in 2008, and were immediately made to feel a part of

his family. Over the next 13 years of wintering in Texas we got to know him and his

wonderful family, and even though we have have not been able to be with them for

the last few years, they are never far from our minds. We hope he never again gets "Damn

dangerous close" to be out of beer. We send our love to Betty and the rest of the family at this

difficult time.

December 21 at 12:23 PM

LB Linda  & Kirk Baird posted:

We were so very saddened to hear of the death of our dear friend Gerry. We became acquainted

with him in 2008, and were immediately made to feel a part of his family. Over the next 13 years of

wintering in Texas we got to know him and his wonderful family, and even though we have have

not been able to be with them for the last few years, they are never far from our minds. We hope

he never again gets "Damn dangerous close" to be out of beer. We send our love to Betty and the

rest of the family at this difficult time.

December 20 at 1:50 PM
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PS Paul And Alexandra  Skory shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. March 28 at 2:53 PM
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MC Marty Conklin shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. December 28 at 11:09 AM

PAGE 8 OF 11



Media Gerald Edward Strauss
JUN  16 , 19 3 4  -  DEC  18 , 2 0 2 4

ME Michelle, Fred And Esme shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. December 26 at 9:33 AM

PAGE 9 OF 11



Media Gerald Edward Strauss
JUN  16 , 19 3 4  -  DEC  18 , 2 0 2 4

LB Linda  & Kirk Baird shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. December 21 at 12:23 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Gerald by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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